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S tokes Bay is nestled in behind Lyle 
Island on the Lake Huron side of the 
Bruce Peninsula.  Its early settlers 

came from Scotland and you can still see 
the Scottish heritage refl ected in some of 
the local names.

The village has an exciting and romantic 
past. Originally it was the home of native 
peoples and later, many flourishing 
lumber mills made Stokes Bay one of 
the most thriving communities on the 
Bruce Peninsula. 

In the late 1800s and  early 1900s, there 
were two hotels, a store, a blacksmith shop, 
a cooper shop (barrel making), and later 
a restaurant and dance hall that provided 
lively local entertainment for people from 
miles around. The memories of the past 
remain and all the good times will always 
be remembered in the hearts and stories of 
those who call this place their home.

Stokes Bay was once a lively commercial 
fi shing port with catches of trout, whitefi sh, 
sturgeon and herring, and many local 
families made their living from the fi shing 
business.  It was common to see several 
fi shing boats anchored in the river. Today, 
there is still some commercial fi shing and 
Stokes Bay provides great sport fi shing 
as well with catches of black bass, small 
mouth bass, perch, pike and others.

Stokes Bay offers quality campgrounds, 
restaurants, a church, general store, post 
offi ce, a thriving community centre and 
a marina. The area is home to many rare 
and unusual plants and wildfl owers, some 
of which can not be found elsewhere in 
Canada. This makes the community a 
haven for naturalists. For other active 
people, Stokes Bay provides sport fi shing 
in the summer and snowmobiling and cross 
country skiing in the winter.

Allow yourself to be lured by the warm 
water and sandy beaches, quiet tranquillity 
of peaceful surroundings, and spectacular 
Lake Huron sunsets of this special place.

The Bruce Peninsula has a well maintained 
system of four seasons rural roads which 
can be your path to discovery. See the 
map on the following page or stop by one 
of our four information centres for more 
details. Select your destination and route 
and get off the beaten trail. Soon you will 
fi nd that favourite swimming or picnic spot 
or the fl ora and fauna which has eluded 
you in the past. 

With the recent addition of road naming 
and civic addressing, you should  have 
no problem fi nding your way. Make sure 
you have plenty of fi lm or an extra disc 
because we guarantee you’ll fi nd many 
beautiful images!

Rural Routes on the Bruce

PATRICIA WILSON

You’re in Bear Country!
Bears are found in Bruce Peninsula National 
Park, Fathom Five National Marine Park 
and throughout the Bruce Peninsula. 
There is also a resident population of 
black bears on Cove Island. Bears are 
wild animals that demand your respect. 
Prevent bear problems and “problem 
bears” by acting responsibly. Never 
approach or feed bears, handle your 
food and garbage properly, and stay alert. 
Behaving responsibly in bear country will 
help to protect you and the bears.

Home of  the Mad Reef  Tavern
Stokes Bay on the Lake Huron Shore

Open Year Round, Bill Shultz – Innkeeper

Waterfront Motel, B&B & Cottage 
Docking Facilities, Snowmobilers Welcome

240 Tamarac Rd., Stokes Bay, 519-592-5810
Email: wshultz@bmts.com

Web: www.tamaracislandinn.net

heron
point
Waters Edge 
Stokes Bay
• secluded family setting
• modern one to three 
   bedroom cottages
• waterview, over-sized 

seasonal campsites 

Paul & Norma Byers

519-592-5871 or 519-376-0592

www.heronpoint.net

KNIFE ISLAND - STOKES BAY

Stoke’s Bay

• Problem bears are not born; they are created

• Bears feel threatened if surprised

• Never run from a bear

• Camping tips: coolers and tents are not bear-

proof; store food in your vehicle or cache food 

at night if hiking, biking or portaging.
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