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Wind Facts: Ferndale Wind Farm

M any years ago, during the 1800’s, 
Ferndale did not seem to hold 
much promise for new settlers 

arriving in various water vessels on the 
coast of Georgian Bay.  The “Dale of 
Ferns” was subject to many devastating 
fires, heavy logging for the larger Red 
and White Pine trees, rocky terrain and 
swamp ridden low lands.  Homes would 
eventually be made with the help of the 
few families in the area. Many successive 
generations remain in and around Ferndale 
today!  With their will to persevere, there 
were businesses developed, schools and 
churches built and farmland tended.  
 You’ll know you’re there when you see the 
awesome wind turbines!  As we reduce our 
speed, various businesses adorn each side 
of Highway #6 for you to explore!  Many 
questions may be answered at the Ferndale 
Information Center, which served as a 
school house, church and voting station 
over 100 years ago!

1876—First log built school at lot 22,  
 concession 4, East of the Bury  
 Road.
1891—Ferndale School S.S. #8 Eastnor  
 exists today as Tourist Information     
 Center.  First lights installed in 
 the late 1940’s.  $200.00 for one
 room and belfry.
1909—Centreville Methodist church 
 opened on high ground near
 Judges Creek
1910—Mennonite Brethren in Christ
 Church built on N.E. corner of
 Ferndale 
1911—Raging fi res in Eastnor swamp
1912—Forest fi re from Adamsville to  
 Tobermory in July and August.  
1914/15—Rural Mail delivery begins.   
 Previous to this, settlers would  
 pick up mail in Lion’s Head twice
 a month.
1948/49—Hydro in t roduced to
  the area.

1968—Drainage demonstration approved
 by council to show potential use of
 the clay loam to produce barley,
            corn and soybeans.  The farmers
  themselves dug out their own  
 drainage.
(Historical facts from: Footloose on the 
Bruce-Maitland Warder, Benchmarks-The 
Eastnor & Lion’s Head Historical Society, 
The history of the County of Bruce 1907-
1968-Norman McLeod)

Two new turbines were erected near the 
existing one in autumn 2006. These three 
turbines supply electricity to Bullfrog 
Power (www.bullfrogpower.ca). Bullfrog 
sells power to Ontario consumers who 
want 100% of their power to come from 
renewable sources instead of from Ontario’s 
fossil fuel and nuclear stations. The Ferndale 
turbines are unique because they depend 
on consumers to buy their power, rather 
than government contracts. The Ferndale 
Wind Farm supplies enough power for 
1,500 homes. Ontario could obtain 25% 
of its power from wind instead of coal or 
nuclear if it installed the same number of 

turbines as Germany. The turbines are in an 
ideal location — situated on the narrowest 
part of the Peninsula so that they catch the 
wind that accelerates as it crosses Georgian 
Bay or Lake Huron.

Summer Tours: July & August
Tours are offered every Saturday at 
2 pm. Pre-register with the Ferndale 
Tourist Information Centre at 793-3178 or  
info@centralbrucepeninsula.ca. There is 
no charge, but donations are accepted 
to defray operating expenses and pay for 
the tour guide’s time.

Ferndale

Northwinds MotelNorthwinds Motel

Centrally Located
- 3 minutes to Lake Huron or Georgian Bay
- 30 minutes to Tobermory
- 15 minutes to Wiarton
- 45 minutes to Owen Sound

 email: northwindsmotel@amtelecom.net

2838 Hwy. #6, Lion’s Head, N0H 1W0 
519-793-4594

Motel Rooms with:  Deck - Picnic area
Private Bath  -  Fridge  -  Coffee Maker
    Satellite TV  -  Wireless Internet


