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T he Bruce Trail, officially opened 
at Tobermory in 1967, is Ontario’s 
longest and most popular hiking 

trail. The 780 kilometre footpath extends 
the length of the Niagara Escarpment from 
Queenston Heights on the Niagara River 
north to the cairn overlooking Little Tub 
Harbour in Tobermory.

On the Bruce Peninsula, the unparalleled 
variety of terrain and scenery provides 
the most spectacular walking and hiking 

in southern Ontario. Both beginning 
and veteran hikers are attracted to the 
dramatic scenery and variety of trails. 
Ranging from gentle inland walks to rugged 
shoreline scrambles, these footpaths offer 
magnifi cent views and unique botanical and 
geological treasures.

The Bruce Trail Association publishes a 
Trail Reference outlining the entire trail in 
text and maps. For those of you exploring 
the Peninsula, at most tourism offi ces and 
many sales outlets in the area, you can 
purchase the Peninsula Day Hike Map Set 
which clearly marks the route of the trail, 
access points and parking areas.

From Wiarton, the trail follows the north 
shore of Colpoy’s Bay to Cape Croker 
where a variety of side trails provides 
a wealth of opportunities for day hikes. 
Further north in the Lion’s Head area, 
both the Gun Point and White Bluff trails 
introduce you to fascinating geological 
treasures. Just south of Dyer’s Bay is 
Devil’s Monument, a land-based fl owerpot 
created by erosion during the higher lake 
levels of Georgian Bay just after the retreat 
of the glaciers. 

Finally along the shoreline of the Bruce 
Peninsula National Park, hikers look 
down from the top of the Escarpment on 
the incredibly blue waters of the bay and 
scramble over the boulder beaches of the 
shoreline. The kilometre of trail from 
Halfway Rock Point to Overhanging Point 
is referred to in the Bruce Trail guidebook 
as “the most spectacular part of the entire 
Bruce Trail.”

The trail is not diffi cult to follow. It is 
marked with white blazes, 5 cm wide by 15 
cm high, painted on trees and fence posts. 
A single blaze indicates the route continues 
forward, a double blaze (one above the 
other) marks that a turn is imminent. Blazes 
in blue signify side trails that may lead to 
lookouts, campsites or form circular hikes. 
Diamond-shaped Bruce Trail symbols and 
access signs also mark the route. 

The driving force behind the creation 
of the Bruce Trail on the Peninsula was 
J.P. Johnstone. As Reeve of St. Edmunds 
Township, he foresaw the value of 
ecotourism to the economy of the Bruce. 
With his family, he was responsible 
for obtaining permission from private 
landowners and building much of the trail 
between Dyer’s Bay and Tobermory. 
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7159 RR #1 Tobermory ON 
N0H 2R0 • 519-596-2689 

contact@tobermoryvillagecamp.com

• Quiet family camping • Full hook-ups
• Pull-thrus • Tent sites • Cabins
• Swimming pool • Playground • Laundry
• Clean washrooms & showers • Camp Store
• Night patrolled • Free Internet
• Free canoeing & paddle boating
• Close to National Parks  
& Glass Bottom Boats

www.tobermoryvillagecamp.com
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